Money Mules Fuel Fraud
What are money mules?
Money mules are people who receive and move money obtained from vic�ms of fraud. Some
money mules know they’ve been recruited to assist criminal ac�vity, but others become money
mules without realizing their ac�vity is beneﬁ�ng fraudsters.
How do people become money mules?
Responding to a job adver�sement or social media post that promises easy money for litle
eﬀort. Helping someone they’ve met online (possibly on a da�ng website) or over the phone by
agreeing to receive and transfer money.
Whether it is cash, packages, gi� cards, or virtual currency, assis�ng money movement puts
money in the pockets of criminals and could lead to serious consequences for you. By knowing
the signs of money mule ac�vity, you can protect yourself and your community, and avoid
assis�ng fraudsters.
Think twice about agreeing to help people move money!
•
Don’t open a bank account or move money at someone else’s direction.
•
Don’t give someone access to your bank account or debit card.
•
Don’t allow money from people you don’t know to be deposited into your account.
•
Don’t take a job that promises easy money and involves sending or receiving money or
packages.
•
Don’t agree to receive or forward packages.
•
Don’t agree to purchase gift cards or virtual currency at someone’s direction.
•
Be very cautious of money orders and checks received as payment from someone you
don't know, these are often counterfeit.
If you’ve acted as a money mule, it is never too late to stop!
1.
Stop communica�ng with the person giving you direc�on.
2.
Tell your ﬁnancial ins�tu�on and consider changing accounts.
3.
Report suspicious communica�ons or ac�vity to law enforcement.
4.
Protect yourself by learning about scams and money mule ac�vity.
Money mules help interna�onal criminal networks steal money from senior ci�zens, businesses,
and people just like you. #DontBeAMule
For more informa�on, visit
www.jus�ce.gov/civil/consumer-protec�on-branch/money-mule-ini�a�ve

